
 May 2, 2017 
  
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners  
 
Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. All Commissioners were 
present. 
  
Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Redland made a 
motion to approve the agenda with additions, Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion. All voted in favor.  
 
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 20th meeting as submitted. 

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

Commissioner Jacobson addressed the board sharing information regarding the buffer meeting he attended to 

represent Norman County in Thief River Falls on April 27th.  This meeting was spearheaded by Scott Peters in Marshall 

County in an effort to put some pressure on the legislature regarding the buffer legislation.  Commissioner Jacobson 

said the meeting was well attended, he guessed approximately 40 individuals, stating that everyone who wanted to 

speak was able to, but at the end of the day, the group was not able to come to a consensus in order to collectively 

voice their concerns.   

Lori Thronson, Soil & Water Conservation District, presented the Norman County Water Plan as approved by the Board 

of Water & Soil Resources according to MS 103B.301 for adoption.   

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve CR 05-02-2017-1 Resolution to Adopt and Implement the Norman 

County Comprehensive Local Water Management Plan.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on roll call vote, 

all voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson presented the board with information regarding the replacement of Wimmer Cabin furnaces.  

She suggested the board table any decision at this time in order to get more information regarding building code 

requirements.   

The Chief Financial Officer position was the next item before the board.  After considerable discussion Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to approve hiring David Stene at an annual salary of $57,000 with a $1,500 adjustment 

after a successful six month probationary period, to an annual salary of $58,500.  Commissioner Hall seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.  Mr. Stene will begin in this position on May 15th.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson requested permission to hire Karen Odden to work temporarily to assist the Auditor-

Treasurer’s Office with the first half tax collection due to the resignation of two employees from the A/T Office.   

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve hiring Karen Odden to work temporarily in the A/T Office from May 

8th through May 19th.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

After a short break, Jerilyn Swenson, County Highway Engineer, presented her agenda.  Ms. Swenson brought the Trail 

Grant Agreement from the Department of Natural Resources in the amount of $23,000 for maintenance of both the 

east and west trails before the board for acceptance.  After some discussion Commissioner Hall made a motion to 

accept the Grants-In-Aid for MN Trails Assistance Program through the Department of Natural Resources in the amount 

of $23,000.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion, and all voted in favor.   

Ms. Swenson also provided the board with an update on Ditch #7 which was approved for cleaning one mile north of 

County Rd 29 at the last meeting.  The Highway Department has sent out letters to three landowners involved, and has 

heard back from one landowner who has concerns regarding a buffered area.  The Highway Dept will be working 

through these concerns prior to work commencing on the ditch cleaning.   

Jerilyn also noted that she had been notified by the WRWD of a petition from Skaurud Farms to tile property and install 

a pump station emptying into County Ditch #7.  She will be waiting to hear whether the WRWD approves the application 

and then will address the pump station emptying into CD #7 through their usual practices.   

Ms. Swenson also shared with the County Board the opportunity to attend a Toward Zero Deaths Workshop scheduled 

for May 23rd at the Sanford Center in Bemidji.  She recommended attending the workshop as she has found it very 

informative in the past.   

Jerilyn also shared information regarding the Highway 59 resurfacing project between Winger and Ogema which begins 

May 8th.  The mix plant for this project will be located in Norman County as gravel will be taken from the Allan Peterson 

location.  Jerilyn believes MnDOT will be contacting Norman County regarding alternate routes due to the scope of the 

project.   

Teri Taylor, Human Resources, entered the meeting at 10:30 regarding opportunities for leadership training.  Teri shared 

a number of options available through the Association of Minnesota Counties and Sand Creek.  Ms. Taylor noted that at 

the recent Department Head meeting it seemed that Dept Heads were leaning toward Option #2 provided by Sand 

Creek, for a half day with a facilitator, Dept Heads, and the County Board.  After considerable discussion regarding 

leadership, management and working with others, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve moving 

forward with a half day training session on Option #4 through AMC.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and 



all voted in favor.  It was then suggested to have this training on a Friday morning agreed upon between the facilitator 

and the county.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson then presented a letter of resignation from Colleen Rasmusson, clerk in the A/T Office.  

Colleen’s last day will be May 5th in the A/T Office.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to accept Ms. Rasmusson’s 

resignation, Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  The board thanked Colleen for her 

service.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson then presented a letter of resignation from Teri Taylor, Human Resources and A/T clerk, 

stating that Teri’s last day of employment in the A/T Office would be May 19th.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a 

motion to accept the resignation of Ms. Taylor, Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  The 

board thanked Teri for her service to Norman County.   

Commissioner Bommersbach brought forward discussion regarding the Human Resources position.  After some 

discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to advertise for a full-time Human Resources position.  Commissioner 

Gunderson seconded the motion and on vote, there were 4 yeas, with Commissioner Jacobson casting the only nay.  

Motion carried.  The salary committee is to meet to establish a salary range for the position.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson then requested to advertise for a replacement for the full-time clerk position vacated by 

Colleen Rasmusson, stating that she would like to advertise for a Deputy Auditor-Treasurer with the hope of getting a 

more qualified individual.  After considerable discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve advertising 

for an Auditor-Treasurer clerk position.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Kari Aanenson, County Recorder, then approached the board regarding her NSF Account, stating that she has two old 

outstanding NSF’s totaling $134.30 which she has been unable to collect.  Since the motor vehicle account at Frandsen 

Bank & Trust has Checkmarc, a free NSF collection service the bank offers, the State Auditor made the suggestion of 

reducing the $700 NSF account to $200 and depositing the balance into the Recorder’s checking account at Bank of the 

West.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the recommendation of the State Auditor with regard to 

the NSF checking account.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Ms. Aanenson also informed the board that she was moving forward with I-Doc Market through Tyler Technologies as 

an additional service with Document Pro Land Records System.  Kari also mentioned that she was proceeding with Arca-

Search to scan the deeds from 1881 through 1961 as a permanent record.  She will be using Technology Funds to 

support this.   

At 11:28 a.m. Commissioner Hall made a motion to close the meeting per MN Statute 13D.01 and 13D.05 pursuant to 

Attorney/Client privilege.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and the meeting was closed at 11:29 a.m. 

At 11:44 a.m. Commissioner Redland made a motion to close the closed session.  Commissioner Hall seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

At 11:45 a.m. the board meeting was reopened.  Garry Johanson, Environmental Services Officer, presented information 

on a vehicle purchase from the State Contract.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 

approve the purchase of a 2017 GMC Sierra 1500 TK 15753 with the V8 engine through the State Contract.  

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and 4 commissioners voted yes, with a nay from Commissioner Bommersbach.  

Motion carried.  

Mr. Johanson then updated the board on the Safe & Secure Courthouse Grant which has been submitted and we are 

waiting to hear from the state on whether the grant was approved.   

Garry also brought forward a request from Bridges to provide them with a recycling dumpster.  After some discussion, 

the consensus of the board at this time was it was not in the budget for this year and could be considered at a later 

date.   

Mr. Johanson also reminded the board of the Household Hazardous Waste Collection on Thursday, May 4th at the 

Highway Department location.   

Garry also brought to the board’s attention a Demolition Landfill meeting on May 18th at 12:30 p.m. with the Pollution 

Control Agency.   

John Rosenberger, representing the IT Committee, addressed the board regarding the purchase of Malwarebytes Anti-

Malware for Business subscription license for one year to protect the county computers from viruses.  Mr. Rosenberger 

stated that Shawn Larsen of Morris Electronics, whom the county contracts with for IT services, says we would be 

foolish not to have this on any computer within the county for the protection provided for $17.00 per computer.  

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the purchase of the Malwarebytes license for the county computers.  

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the bills as presented:   

 Road & Bridge - $11,264.65 Revenue - $26,839.72 Public Health - $929.00 

 Solid Waste Facilities - $6,407.70 County Homes - $150.00 Total   $34,326.42 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   



At 12:17 p.m. Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to close the meeting to evaluate an individual subject to 

Board Authority pursuant to M.S. 13D.5 Subd.3.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 12:30 p.m. Commissioner Hall made a motion to close the closed session.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

At 12:31 p.m. a motion was made by Commissioner Jacobson to reopen the regular board meeting.  Commissioner Hall 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

There being no further items on the agenda for discussion, Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting at 12:32 p.m.   

 

_____________________________________________ _____________________________________________ 

Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer  

  

 

 


